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SUGGESTIVE MEMORIAL SERVICE. 


“ God is our home, and in that state 
We cannot so far separate 
As not to make the distant near, 
And know the loved are always here.” 


Singing, ‘‘ How Beautiful To Be with God.” 

Responsive Reading, Ps, 121. 

Prayer, 

Biographical sketch, Extracts from Letters, Personal Tributes and 
Reminiscences, Lessons from Her Life. 


Wizpab. 


Singing, “ Crossing the Bar. 
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Notes.—Mayflowers are unfolding at Ocean Park; pine odors grow 
pungent ; the sea, always fascinating, seems to take on even deeper color; our 
president has returned to her summer home, and already we begin to plan for 
the coming assembly. Even to this quiet and lovely retreat, however, the pain 
of the world penetrates, and we are not unmindful of nor untouched by the grief 
and loss of friends near and far. . . . At no time of year does nature speak more 
tenderly of Him who is “ the resurrection and the life,” to draw our thoughts 
away from the mortal to the immortal, from the. finite to the infinite. Prof. 
Drummond said, “‘ The visible is the ladder up to the invisible, the temporal is 
but the scaffolding of the eternal,” and “ who is to define the limits of the 
spiritual? Even now it is very beautiful. Even as an embryo it contains some 
prophecy of its future glory. But the point to mark is that z¢ doth not yet appear 
what it shall be.” Are these not comforting thoughts as we look across possibly 
desolate and homesick, spaces to the promised if veiled to-morrow? How 
cheering the assurance that “ I shall be satisfied when I awake in His likeness ” ; 
and “in my Father’s house are many resting- places ’—as one translation reads 
—and “I will not leave you orphaned.” . . . This is thank-offering month, and 
almost a memorial number of the HELPER. Our notes cannot always be joy- 
notes, even in May time. . . . The beautiful young life of Mrs. Elizabeth Keith 
of New Hampton, N. H., has closed on earth, although its influence remains. | 
She was state treasurer of the W. M. S., and her nearest friends do not need to 
be told how much her winning work for missions was appreciated, nor how 
deeply we feel their loss and our own. . . . Helps for the suggested memorial 
service, on the first page, may be found in the August, 1896, HELPER, and in this 
number. “The White Ribbon Hymnal” contains “ Crossing the Bar.” “ How 
Beautiful To Be with God,” by Mrs. Mary B. Wingate, may be obtained of the 
W. T. P. A., The Temple, Chicago, IIl., at 15 cts. per hundred. . . . We always 
remember with genuine pleasure the animated face, gracious presence, and warm- 
hearted helpfulness of our well-known western worker, Mrs. Ruth Keith. One writes 
of her, ‘“‘ She was a woman thoroughly alive to her friends, and her triends were 
all that needed her help and thought anywhere between here and India.” It is 
a joy to know that the “ Still Hour” is welcomed in many homes, and has been 
a comfort to many sad hearts. A “ shut-in ” tells of the especial solace she found 
in “ He Leadeth Me,” in the March number: “ I read the lines over and over, 
then sent them to a friend in sorrow, hoping that she might find the same 
comfort in them that I had found. Surely the Comforter himself must have 
given our sister the inspiration to write as she did. It may-comfort her to know 
that out of her own sorrow she has brought-cheer and comfort to other hearts. 
The Hewper is growing more helpful ‘to mé all the while. If I read correctly 
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between the lines there is a deepening spirituality in the lives of our noble staff 
of contributors.” . . . The sketch of Mrs. Lowell, in Well-Known Workers series 
in April, should have been numbered X instead of IX. Please make the correc- 
tion. . . . A large issue of the leaflet giving a resume of the history and work of 
the W. H. S., is in the hands of Mrs. Schwarz for free distribution. Postage 


should be inclosed with your orders. . . . Mrs. Roberts writes that Cradle- Rolls 
already reported are at Roger Williams church, Providence, and Pawtucket, 
R. I.; Orchard, lowa; Kittery Point and Gardiner, Me. Superintendents have 
been appointed in other places, and the names of individual children enrolled, 
but no other organized societies are recorded. Please send her a report of what 
has been done in your church as early as possible. Mrs. Roberts has some 
delightful new helps and novelties for this work for the little ones. Those who 
are interested should send stamp for descriptive leaflet. . . . The booklet on 
India is receiving much well-deserved commendation, but is not yet so widely 
useful as it should be. A New Brunswick worker writes suggestively, “ It is our 
intention to put ‘ India’ into the hands of every pastor in our denomination, with 
an urgent request that they will give it a careful study and preach a missionary 
sermon in each of their churches before their next annual district meeting. It is 
a wonderful little booklet, so full of information just exactly what is needed.” . . 
Our workers will be glad to read the announcement that Miss Lizzie E. Gaunce, 
who is supported by the F. B. W. M. S. of New Brunswick, is to have charge of 
Sinclair Orphanage for a year. Miss Gaunce had been with Mrs. Smith in the 
Orphanage for some time, was trusted and beloved by her, and recommended to 
take her place. The special work at Ujurda will be cared for as usual. Mrs. 
Weyman, the corresponding secretary of the New Brunswick society, writes, 
“ Dear Mrs. Smith has been called up higher. I loved her for her work’s sake. 
She superintended work for our board while Miss Hooper was at home, before 
Brother Boyer went out. I had considerable correspondence with her and found 
it a pleasure and satisfaction. Dear Mrs. Gaunce has also heard the ‘ Well done.’ 
Truly for her to die was gain, but our hearts are melted within us in loving sym- 
pathy for the bereaved daughter in India.” . . “Chundra Lela, The Converted 
Fakir,” is a finely illustrated little book that every auxiliary should own, and 
many individuals will wish to possess. Chundra Lela is a well-known woman in 
our mission. She was a high-caste Brahmani by birth, and after most remarkable 
experiences, was baptized by Dr. J. L. Phillips. A longer notice will be given of 
the book, but it can be obtained at any time of Mrs. Fannie L. Sperry, Mt. Lake 
Park, Md. (cloth, 50; paper, 25). . . . The bequests of Mrs. M. M. Brewster 
to the W. M.S. were paid-in March. They are a “ Brewster scholarship ” of one 
thousand dollars, the income to be used for young women at Storer college ; and 
three hundred dollars for the invested funds, the income to be used for general 
work, . . . A very pleasant meeting was held in Boston, in March, to make plans 
for the great interdenominational missionary conference to be held in New York 
in 1900. Representatives of seven boards of W. M. S. were present, including 
Mrs. Ella 44. Andrews of Providence, and Mrs. Carrie Swan and Miss Sarah 
Perkins of Boston, who represented our board. Mrs. Andrews is appointed on a 
standing committee to make arrangements for the coming convention. 
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OUR WORK. 


BY MRS. V. G. RAMSEY. 


“ Lift up your eyes and look upon the fizlds.”” JOHN 4: 35. 


Lift up thine eyes and see 
The work that waiteth thee, 
O servant of the Lord, redeemed by love divine. 
The fields are hoary white, 
And speeds the coming night; 
O hasten to thy work before the day decline! 


Lift up thine eyes and see 
The work that waiteth thee, 
The long neglected work around thy very door. 
Here are rich sheaves to win, 
And thou must bring them in; 
The Master waits to add these treasures to his store. 


To make thy land of birth 
The glory of the earth, 
Behold the mighty work from farthest shore to shore. 
Follow the setting sun 
Till all for Christ is won, 
Reflecting his own light and beauty evermore. 


And o’er the stormy sea 
There comes a voice to thee, 
From countless millions crying in darkness and despair. 
They say, “ O break our night, 
And bring us life and light; 
We perish while you tarry—hear, O hear our prayer!” 


And wilt thou careless stanc 
With empty, idle hand, 
While angels wait expectant on all these whitening fields ; 
While the voice of Christ is heard, 
And the very air is stirred 
With clarion calls to action, with wakening thunder peals 


O blessed work with God, 
That lifts thee from the sod, 
And puts beneath thy feet the world and all its care! 
Go to thy task with joy, 
And in the blest employ 
Climb to the Master's side and thank him for thy share. 


Thy share of pain and loss 
With Him who on the cross 
Began the mighty work, the ransom of a world! 
Bring costly offerings meet, 
And lay them at his feet, 
And work till over all his banner is unfurled. 
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SOME OF OUR WELL-KNOWN WORKERS. 
XI. 


Mrs. RutH J. KEITH. 
BY MRS, A, A. MCKENNEY. 


On the 7th of February, 1827, 
in Farmington, N. H., there 
came into the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Canney the precious 
gift of a bright-eyed little daugh- 
ter, whom they called Ruth. 

When Ruth was seven years 
old she moved with her parents 
to Dover, N. H. The principle 
of her childhood’s home was 
right living according to the 
teachings of the Bible, with the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Her 
mother’s favorite text was, “ It is 
shown unto thee, O man, what is 
right ; to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy 
God.” The spirit of this rule 
_Ruth in her turn ever tried to 
follow in her work, and those who knew her can well testify to her success. 
She attended school in Dover until eighteen years of age, and was then sent to 
the Friends’ Boarding School at Providence, R. I., where she remained three 
years, taking the full course of instruction of that institution. Following this she 
taught two terms in a small town in Rhode Island. 

On the 4th of September, 1849, she was married to Henry C. Keith, and 
being a “ birthright member ” of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, and accord- 
ing to the strict rules of the Society at that time, a committee was at once 
appointed “to labor with this young Friend, who has departed from ways of 
Friends in dress and address and married one not of our Society ”"—grave 
offenses, punishable with dismissal from the Society if unrepented ; yet duty in 
the case of this lovable sinner was hard for the solemn committee, whose hearts 
under their sober grays and browns were very tender toward “ John Canney’s 
daughter,” who would wear gay ribbons on her bonnet, make the world brighter 
with her fun, and, worst of all, marry a man who was not a Friend, just because 


MRS, RUTH J. KEITH. 
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there was “ no fault in him” and she loved him. She was finally asked to retain 
her membership by a formal declaration that she was sorry for the step she had 
taken. Those who knew her can well imagine the flash of her answer, “ I will 
not say that!” and the twinkle that follgwed as she added, “‘ Perhaps if you wait 
a few years I may.” So she was regretfully dismissed from this Society. Soon 
after this she was baptized by immersion and joined the Baptist church at Dover. 

In the fall of 1853 Mr. and Mrs. Keith, with their little son, moved to the 
village of St. Anthony, on the east bank of the Mississippi; on the west side of 
the river, where Minneapolis now stands, there were at this time nine houses. 
Soon after their arrival in the “‘ new country ” they joined the Freewill "Baptist 
church organized in St. Anthony the year before, by Rev. Charles Ames, with six 
members, including the pastor and his wife. Mr. Keith was the second deacon 
of this church, an office which he held over thirty years. Mrs. Keith was the 
teacher of the young people’s Bible class, from the time of the organization of 
the Sunday school until called away, and no doubt its members are still following 
her loving council. She was clerk of the church from 1861-1973, a position she 
gave up during the years of Mr. Keith’s illness, taking it again about 1890. 

Since 1883 she has been closely connected with the interests and manage- 
ment of the Free Baptist, and for several years was editor of the woman’s 
missionary column. She was from the very first a friend of the paper, and held 
more stock (twenty shares) of the publishing society than any other person. 
This stock was fully paid at the time of her departure. 

For twenty-five years she was one of the faithful workers in the Minneapolis 
Woman’s Christian Association, serving them four years as president and the 
other years as one of the directors. After her departure the W. C. A. wrote: “‘ We 
shall long miss her wise counsel, her bright cheerful presence, with a sweet grace 
of manner that won all hearts. We feel that we shall do our work better for her 
example of faithfulness, and that her spirit will separate itself in other lives, so 
that while engaged in the higher service of her King her work begun here will be 
immortal.” 

During the last three years she was president of the board of managers of 
the Jones: Harrison Home for Aged Women, an office which included the over- 
sight of the Home and farm, with their many details indoor and out. After she 
left, the following tribute was sent her daughter, Mrs. Addie Keith Merrill, by the 
directors of the Home: “In the death of Mrs. Keith this board has sustained 
the loss of an officer and member who was ever ready to proffer the hand of. aid 
and the voice of sympathy to the old and suffering. An active member of the 
association, whose utmost endeavors were extended for its welfare and prosperity, 
a friend beloved by all, whose helpful, noble, and useful life should be a standard 
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of emulation to each member.” And, “The city of Minneapolis has sustained 
an irreparable loss in a faithful co-worker in public benevolences. Mrs. Keith 
not only contributed her moral strength, her spiritual trust, her mental energies, 
but added to these of her means freely.” 

She was one of the first in Minnesota to become a member of the Free 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Society, and her interest in the cause of missions 
knew no bounds. While always loyal and true to her own denomination, her 
vision was so clear she could see the needs of the “ wide, wide world” ; her 
heart so large it took in all for whom Christ died ; her love for souls so great 
that her time, strength, talent, and means were freely given, followed by earnest 
prayers. There was no one-sided feeling in regard to home and foreign missions 
in her great soul. She studied to relieve human misery wherever found. None 
felt the weight of this more than the writer, who while visiting our churches on 
the frontier was sometimes loaded down with warm, goodly garments for the faith- 
ful, needy ones laboring there, sent by this thoughtful sister and her friends and 
sisters in the church. She has been everything possible for a consecrated soul to 
be to the cause of missions in the west. For several years she was chairman of 
the western committee, and as such a wise, careful manager, a sympathizing 
counselor to the field agent, and an encouragement to weak auxiliaries. At the 
time of her promotion she was church clerk, president of the board of trustees, 
treasurer of the Free Baptist Publishing Society, president of the home for old 
ladies, and a member of the board of woman’s commissioners of Hillsdale 
college, and in all these relations always helpful, desiring by her work to aid the 
general cause. Her noble husband preceded her ten years. She leaves two 
- sons, a daughter, and a sister, Mrs. Bassett, at whose home she was when the 
summons came to “ come up higher.” 

She was a woman of strong convictions and an unfaltering faith in God. 
She looked to Christ for healing of soul and body, and lived the “ threescore 
years and ten,” and “ passed on,” leaving the world the richer for her unwavering 
trust in her Redeemer. Her loving presence will be missed; her memory will 
be an inspiration to a closer walk with God; and all who knew her can but 
rejoice that our sister, being faithful unto the end, is crowned with life eternal. 

Nashville Center; Minn. 

+>. 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY UNION. 

THE Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the International Missionary Union will be 
held at Clifton Springs, N. Y., June 14-20, ’99. All foreign missionaries of any 
evangelical denomination are eligible to membership, and entitled to free enter- 
tainment. Additional information can be obtained by addressing Mrs. C. C. 
Thayer, Clifton Springs, N. Y. 
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REMINISCENCES OF MRS. SMITH. 
BY THE TREASURER. 


SoME of the pleasantest recollections of my life are associated with Dorcas 
Folsom Smith. Our friendship began many years ago, during my mother’s last 
long illness. Mrs. Smith was stopping at the time with her son, who was then 
assistant editor of the Morning Star. She watched beside my mother’s bed as 
she slowly slipped out of life. Soon after this she returned to India as an inde- 
pendent worker in our mission field. About two years later she became a 
missionary of the F. B. Woman’s Missionary Society, and since then has been 
connected with its work, most of the time as superintendent of Sinclair Orphan- 
age. Besides this she has been the secretary and treasurer of our India Advisory 
Committee. As such my business communications have been addressed to her 
for many years. The last statement I sent to her was the day before her death. 
Our relations in this work have been of a most friendly kind. I think only once 
did our business letters ever produce a misunderstanding, and that has so far 
slipped from my memory that I do not now remember what it was about. This 
means a good deal when one remembers that Mrs. Smith, as well as the treas- 
urer, was a very positive woman: 

Of late she has realized that she must give up her work, and only a few 
weeks before her death she wrote our corresponding secretary, Mrs. Avery, that 
she must come home in the spring. Somebody, in writing to America about 
her death, speaks strongly of her unwillingness to leave life. The writer did not 
probably know her plan to go to the yearly meeting, and submit her intentions to 
the advisory committee, and thence back to Balasore to finish her work pre- 
paratory to final leave-taking of India. Besides, the home call of friends was 
very strong. Her son says in a personal letter, “‘ Both my wife and I had been 
planning tor years how we might enjoy her presence in our home.” And only 
the day after we received the sad news from India I had a letter from Mrs. O. E. 
Sinclair, saying, “ Do you know what time Mrs. Smith expects to sail for America? 
She was here very frequently on her last furlough, and I wouid enjoy having her with 
me.” Life held a great deal that was precious to her, and I do not wonder that 
she wanted to live, and yet her death was ideal in that her work was done. She 
wished to live until the Widows’ Home was completed, and she did. 

Mrs. Smith’s personality was very strong, she was exceedingly winsome to 
her friends, and few women with whom I am personally acquainted have her 
executive ability. She not only knew how to plan wisely, but to bring -to pass 
whatever she undertook to do. For her to begin an enterprise meant a success- 
ful termination of it. And she has built well and enduringly. Sinclair Orphan- 
age, and the Widows’ Home, named the “ Dorcas Smith Home ”’ by the request 
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of the one who gave one thousand dollars for the building, are monuments to her 
memory. It seems as though God gave her to us especially for these things. It 
was through confidence in her that the largest gifts for the Orphanage and the 
Home were made. She secured the property for the Orphanage, and repaired 
the building, partly at her own expense, and during the last year of her life, after 
she had had one severe illness from the disease that finally killed her, she 
superintended the building of the Widows’ Home. Wonderful in a woman over 
seventy years of age. 

The last time I saw her she was disappearing from view on the deck of the 
Pavonia. She stood with one other outgoing missionary, Miss Hattie Phillips, 
and her cousin, Miss Folsom, watching her friends on the shore as long as she 
could bear it, and then she went to her stateroom. 

Dear Mrs. Smith! The home-friends will miss her ; her personal friends will 
miss her ; Vermont women, who have so faithfully supported her for many years, 
will miss her ; and the work will miss her. Could we turn back the wheels of 
time ten years on her age, and have her back with all her splendid abilities, would 
we? I wonder what answer she would give to the question could she speak to 
us from the silence whither she has gone. 

a rs 
UNITY AND VARIETY. | 
BY A MEMBER OF CONFERENCE BOARD, 

WEAKNESS will always exist where either unity or variety is developed at the 
expense of the other. This principle applied to the F. B. denomination reveals 
the fact that so far as we are weak is due to a lack of unity, while there is endless 
variety in our work. We do well, however, to take courage, as for a few years 
we have been working towards greater unity, which is destined to bear fruit in 
the future. 

Our variety lies in the marked individuality of men and women and 
young people, and herein lies too our strength, if these forces are properly related 
to one another. And so the practical question is, how to gain unity through the 
General Conference, the F. B. Woman’s Missionary Society, and the United 
Society of Young People as the representatives of these different classes of 
workers. An answer to so broad a question can only be partial at best, but such 
an one may serve to awaken thought and suggest ideas to others. 

I think a hint as to our immediate future may be found in the way the 
United Society of Young People and the Woman’s Missionary Society are putting 
their work before the children. The W. M.S. invites the children to care for 
the children’s missionary, Miss Barnes, and the United Society asks them to 
support the principal of S:orer college. One is foreign mission work, and the 
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other is home. Neither conflicts with the other, and in both the children should 
be interested. Note too the spirit which breathes through the appeals of the 
United Society, that have appeared in the Morning Star and Free Baptist. At 
one time Mr. Myers, when appealing for the salary of Mr. Osgood, said, “‘ This 
can be done without taking away at all from Miss Barnes’s support.’’ And the 
Treasurer’s Notes in the Missionary HELPER, by Miss DeMeritte, answered 
back, “So do I think so too.” Let such a spirit as this get possession of all our 
denominational work, each helping the other, and our future is assured. 

There is the same chance for unity between General Conference and the 
Woman’s Missionary Society. For instance, in India, the kindergarten work and 
the other primary work the W. M. S. is doing for the children are necessary in 
order to have the high school in charge of General Conference. Take another 
illustration, the zenana work and that of the Bible women in the homes, the only 
place where many women in India can hear of Christ, and the work of the 
preachér in the bazaars. Each is necessary, as neither without the other is doing 
all for the homes of India that ought to be done if the Christ gospel is truly 
preached to them. And so money given by men and women to either General 
Conference or the Woman’s Missionary Society treasury is helping all our de- 
nominational work, and the work of both admits of being put before our people 
in the same mutually helpful way as the work of the United Society of Young 
People and the Woman’s Missionary Society. 

The methods used in carrying on the work are as unlike as the work itself. 
The General Conference raises its funds by means of the card system and the local 
church missionary committee as approved by the last General Conference, and 
the Woman’s Missionary Society through the membership fee and _ local 
auxiliaries. And each can help the other. How? The auxiliary not only 
collects money but educates, and this education is not only needed for its work 
but for the General Conference work-as well. If the local auxiliary will only 
make its educational work so broad as to include the work of General Confer- 
ence, as this issue of the Missionary HELPER so beautifully illustrates, a Woman’s 
Missionary Society in a chnrch may become a necessary adjunct of the church 
committee. On the other hand, if the church committee will plan with the local 
auxiliary as to ways of getting funds for the whole mission work of the denomi- 
nation, even enlisting the aid of women in the auxiliary in a way that will secure 
the largest contributions possible for both General Conference and the Woman’s 
Missionary Society, what a family strength may be developed. 

What every church needs is a missionary committee, a woman’s missionary 
society, and a young people’s society, all working together for the best results in 
every department of our denominational work. To this end it would not be a 
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bad idea to duplicate in every such church a committee of conference, such as 
now exists between the Woman’s Missionary Society and General Conference. 


> 
i ae 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN MISSION WORK. 
BY HARRY S. MYERS, GENERAL SECRETARY, 





F Rev. E. B. Stites and wife sailed for India in 1888, as our first missionaries, 
and we believe the first sent by any young people. Upon their return Rev. and 
Mrs. H. E. Wyman were adopted as our missionaries, and the second year we 
raised seventeen hundred dollars for their support. Of course all our missionaries 
are examined and sent out by General Conference, we furnishing the necessary 
financial support. The burden of the responsibility and care of the field rests 
entirely upon General Conference except as it rests upon us as individual members 
of the denomination. 

In the spring of 1898 the young people of New Hampshire voted to assume 
support of Rev. and Mrs. H. E. Wyman and are at work raising the needed one 
thousand dollars. The young people of New Hampshire have a heavy task to 
perform, and great credit for their success is due to the chairman of their 
excellent committee. 

The young people of Maine voted twelve hundred dollars for General Con- 
ference benevolences, to be divided on the card plan; the two-fifths for foreign 
missions to be devoted to the work of Rev. L. P. Clinton in Africa. This money 
to be used for other young people’s missionaries until needed by Mr. Clinton. 

In the spring of 1898 Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Lougher were accepted as mis- 
sionaries and at once adopted by the young people outside of Maine and New 
Hampshire. Mr. Lougher made a tour of some of the churches in Illinois, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Indiana, and Michigan. As a result he secured nearly five 
hundred dollars in pledges for his support. These pledges run from one year to 
ten years. It is expected that hereafter his support will come from Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana, and a few other individual places desiring to support him. 

Rev. A. L. Kennan, M. D., and wife, who are to go to India next fall, will be 
supported by the other young people. Mr. Kennan is a brother of the editor of 
the Free Baptist, a graduate of Hillsdale college both classical and theological 
courses, and a graduate of a Chicago medical college. He will enter upon the 
work with an excellent preparation. 

It is the plan of the United Society to urge the societies to definite work for 
home missions. It is expected that soon actual churches will be assigned to 
various states. Believing in General Conference we are urging the adoption of 
the card plan upon every member. That, while we may have these definite 
objects, all money except that raised on the four days which we observe shall be 
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divided on the card plan; the two-fifths for the foreign work to be applied to 
the particular missionary in view, but an equal sum to be given for the home 
field, and half as much for education. 

We are organizing mission committees in all societies possible to accomplish 
this work. These committees are to hold mission meetings, to circulate mission 
literature, to urge increased and systematic missionary giving. 

The junior societies are entering heartily into their mission work, and are 
almost entirely supporting Miss Emilie E. Barnes and are making a large be- 
ginning in the support of Principal E. E. Osgood at Storer college. Here also. 
the card plan is beginning to be used. 

The societies are also employing a traveling general secretary to present 
needs and claims. Money for his support is sentgto the society’s treasurer, but 
all moneys for missions are sent through the regular denominational channels. 

Fiillsdale, Mich. 


<li tical a Sic 
KINDERGARTEN WORK. 

THE Rhode Island Young People supported Miss Beebee Phillips while she 

was kindergarten missionary in our field. They have fitted up a building for this 

work in Balasore, India, naming it “ Rhode Island Kindergarten Hall,” and have 


recently sent eighty dollars to the treasury of the W. M.S. for kindergarten work. 
Miss Harriet P. Phillips is our present kindergarten missionary in India. 
EpITor. 


- em e 
THE SUNNY SOUTH. (?) 
BY MAY DAY, 

THE weather forecast for Feb. 21 was, “Cloudy. Indications of a storm.” 
Such an announcement, after the unparalleled fall of snow and gale that had 
closed places of business and made the streets of Washington almost impassable 
for several days, could not appall New England and western women who were 
within fifty miles of Harper’s Ferry and had at their disposal twenty-four hours 
for a visit to Storer college. The treasurer's carriage awaited at the end of the 
tunnel piercing Maryland Heights, but as the flags were dry, the air balmy and 
bracing, the views entrancing, the carriage was sent ahead with the young ladies, 
while the Professor and writer climbed the winding roadway. 

“ How wonderfully beautiful!” ‘What a location for a school!” If 
natural scenery affects character, certainly the students of Storer should. make 
remarkable men and women.” Gazing, conversing, resting, we were half-way up 
Camp Hill when the carriage returned with the message that dinner had been 
delayed and there must be no more lingering. Cordial greetings were tendered 
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upon arrival by Treasurer and Mrs. Brackett and Principal Osgood, who, as 
school duties claimed his immediate attention, announced even before wraps 
could be removed, that a public address, two lectures, and a sermon from the 
visitors had been programed for the school during the next twenty-four hours. 

Dr. Ball, who preceded our party by two or three days, was to preach in 
the evening. Would we accept the situation and govern ourselves accordingly? 
Had we not listened to papers, addresses, lectures, and discussions galore during 
the ten days of the National Council of Women, with additional trips to 
Congress? What the good of so much receiving if it could not be disbursed for 
the encouragement of others? With the usual foresight of the writer she asked 
and was granted the “ first chance,” and in less than thirty minutes after entering 
the chapel was ready to listen to the “‘ Story of the French Revolution ” as told 
by Prof. Frances Stewart Mosher. 

The afternoon service ended, hastening to the “ rifle-pits,” in imagination 
was heard again the booming cannon, the sharp crack of the rifle, and the whiz 
of the missiles as they swept back and forth over the place where we were stand- 


ing. 


A suggestion was made that we -visit “ Jefferson’s Seat,” and like flocks of 
certain fowls that migrate from south to north in spring, and with as many quacks 


of disapproval, we followed our leader. 

Harper’s Ferry mud! Thy merits have been discussed in prose and chanted 
in song to our listening ears, but “the half was never told”! A step from the 
ice or snow, a menace from a rubber threatens. Another step, and the threat 
becomes a mocking reality. Coaxed to position, again and again follow the same 
results, until, weary with coaxing, the quiet little cemetery is hailed with delight, 
which we cross through snow, how deep it is needless to relate, until no chance 
is left except to scale the wall, where, unlike the chariots which rushed around 
ancient Babylon from the heights of its guarding environment, we crept at snail- 
like pace along its summit, until a safe descent seemed possible. Alas for 
deceitful appearances! Scarcely a rod from the wall, upon the wet, green, 
slippery surface, one of the party ungracefully spread her cape to the four points 
of the compass and sat down in the slimy mixture. 

While several reached the rock and secured a snap-shot a hasty retreat was 
beaten by the two remaining members of the party, who, delaying only for a 
moment to stand with reverently bowed head beside the granite shaft that marks 
the last earthly resting-place of the sainted A. H. Morrell, reached through much 
tribulation the open, welcome door of the mother of Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook, 
so well known in the annals of Harper’s Ferry. 

Persistent in endeavor, all a little later met at the charming home of the 





142 THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 


preceptress, Mrs. Lura B. Lightner, perched upon the cliff overlooking the beau- 
tiful Shenandoah, where it cuts its way through the Blue Ridge, and far to the 
east, beyond the point where it unites its waters with the Potomac, the dim hills 
of Virginia are seen. To the west can be seen “ John Brown’s Fort,’’ upon an 
eminence purchased by Kate Field and intended for a national park, but as no 
provision was made for this by her will it became at her death the property of a 
private party. Six guests met with the teachers at the hospitable supper table, 
and the evening closed with visits to various teachers, girls, and the girls’ 
reception-room in Myrtle hall. Early in the morning, by courtesy of Superin- 
tendent Baker and Matron Brown, the “ Girls’ Clubroom ”’ was visited, in which 
under supervision of the matron were being prepared the club and private 
breakfasts. This apartment has been made very commodious and cheerful 
during the present season by repairs in paint and plastering, a new floor, and 
additional windows. A glance into the demonstration kitchen of the teacher of 
domestic science disclosed order, neatness, careful arrangement, and opportu- 
nities whica, could the writer have possessed them during her school days, would 
have revealed a heaven of possibilities. Teachers James and Hewey conducted 
the party through the printing-office and carpenter’ s shop, where various articles 
were in process of construction, showing good taste and skill in the use of tools. 
There was time to visit only one class, that of Principal Osgood in physical 
culture, where he is endeavoring to develop, with sound minds, athletic bodies. 
The janitor kindly opened Curtis Memorial church for inspection, a fitting 
memorial to the memory of the lamented E. W. Porter, although through his own 
efforts it bears the name of another. 

A second lecture by Prof. Mosher held the thought of her audience con- 
centrated upon Spain, with no diminution of interest to the last words. 

The “ powers that be” filled our hands with lunch-boxes, hasty good- byes 
were said, and all of our number were speeding down Camp Hill, some with faces 
turned westward, some towards New England. 

IMPRESSIONS. 

Around the Bible classroom still lingers the influence of him who made.it a 
pleasant gathering-place for those who wished to be instructed in the word of 
God. The chapel, with its light walls, modern desks, and new piano, combined 
with its outlook upon such magnificant historic scenery, make of the room an 
ideal one for any student. * 

The room for the superintendent of Myrtle hall has been rendered homelike 
and attractive by a timely gift from the lifelong friend of the college, Mrs. J. D. 
Stewart, Hillsdale, Mich. 

The young ladies, with busy brains and hands, are preparing to remodel 
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their reception-room, which ‘in a few months will, if their plans succeed, do them- 
selves great credit. The Clara Dexter Library, an ornament and very helpful 
addition to this room, has been so thoroughly read and re-read that it is in great 
need of replenishing. A few books donated by each one who is interested would 
fill the shelves that now remain empty, and would also allow many of the books 
that have been so well read to be sent to sections less favored, and their places 
filled with new editions of later thought and experience. Will all bear this in 
mind, and so far as possible furnish a book or books for the young ladies’ library 
of Storer college, if they so choose, bringing the same as they come to Ocean 
Park next summer, where an atrangement will be made to have them in their 
place at the opening of the next school year? 

Storer college has an able corps of teachers, who are diligently and faithfully 
endeavoring to make of it a first-class institution of its kind. It has both white 
and colored pupils—interesting, vigorous, and intelligent. The one thousand 
dollar appropriation from the state for normal work has been secured the present 
year. A large endowment for the school is a very apparent need. Is it possible 
that we ask for and are satisfied with too little? Our Father holds the resources 
of the world at his command. Do we his children fail to receive of the 
abundance he possesses because we fail to ask for means to prosecute what we 
believe to be his work. 

Does not some stricken heart hold a worldly treasure which has been 
amassed for loved ones for whom God had better things in heaven, and who 
would now find greatest joy in using so that multitudes may share in the blessing 
hitherto designed for the individual? Costly memorials in marble and stone in 
some far away resting-place can never give the satisfaction or be the treasure laid 
up in heaven as is a memorial of loved ones so raised that it is built into the 
lives, hearts, and souls of human beings. 

Wilbraham, Mass. 


ed 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SINCLAIR ORPHANAGE, 

THE readers of the HELPER will be very glad to learn that the board of 
managers of the New Brunswick F. B. W. M. S. have consented to grant the 
request of our board to allow Miss Gaunce, who has for some months rendered 
such efficient aid to our dear Mrs. Smith in Sinclair Orphanage, to accept the 
position of superintendent of the Orphanage, for at least this year. 

Alton, N. #1. S. C. G. Avery, 

Cor. Sec. F. B. W. M.S. of U.S. 


+>. - 
HE that puts his confidence in God only is’neither overjoyed in any great 
good things of this life nor sorrowful for a little thing.—Jeremy Taylor. 








g. 


Of fF @mMme 
%, 
~ 


-~ 


Eine Bac tats 


OF FREE BAPTISTS/ ayfimegne 


ied 


as Acer 


CHUNDE RKQNA 


IDNA PORE 


" 
\ , 
INDIAx AP 
é Seale A Mies fe ANS 
® Srorrvon i m yong 
O Our Srotwn ASS O 


0 Important Cenyér f° +2. Babargadia O 
é tf 


eDantoon ~» 
RS \ J @QSANTIPORE 








Srom the Sield. 


OUR NEXT MISSIONARY. 
BY A’ FRIEND. 

Now that Mrs. Smith is gone, and one 
less missionary is in the field, we turn to 
Miss Shirley Smith as our next missionary 
with keener interest than ever. There is 
something pleasant in the fact that she has 
the same name as Mrs. Smith, and some 
characteristics like hers—particularly her 
executive ability. Vermont, who has sup- 
ported Mrs. Smith, may be interested in 

these things. Miss Smith has had excellent opportunity for developing the 
» qualities needed in a missionary. She graduated at Hillsdale college several 

years ago, was a teacher in Lincoln college one year, was in charge of the work 
of the Young Woman’s Christian Association in Lincoln, Neb., three years, and 
is now a student of medicine in Michigan University. She expects to.graduate 
next year, and to be ready for India one year from the coming fall. She is 
under contract with the F. B. Woman’s Missionary Society to give ten years of 
service as a missionary at a stipulated salary. . 
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It is interesting to recall the fact just now, that, when Mrs. Smith was in 
America last she was very much interested in Miss Smith, through accounts given 
of-her by other people. At that time she strongly favored Miss Smith for India. 
Miss Smith’s superb fitting for missionary work, through education and practical 
experiences, leads us to hope for large results in sending her to India. If she 
will only be another Mrs. Smith it is all we ask ! 

es 
LAST DAYS OF MRS. SMITH. 
CHANDBALI, March 14. 
DEAR READERS OF THE HELPER :— 

Thinking you would like to learn more of the last days of our dear Mrs. 
Smith, I will write you of the time she spent here in November. My last 
letter from her was written the 2d of November from Calcutta. She says: 

“‘T arrived here yesterday Pp. M., and am keeping indoors in consequence of 
my cold. I shall try to start by the first steamer that leaves next week for 
Chandbali en rouze for Cuttack.” 

She asked me to put her up while she had to wait here. She left Calcutta 
at daylight Tuesday morning and arrived here in Chandbali that night. As early 
as I could I went on .board the next morning, and found her ill with fever. I 
at once sent for a palkey and bearers to take her to our house. 

Mr. Coldren and Mr. Lougher were away in Bhudruck. I took Mrs. Smith 
up to my room, where she spent two and a half weeks. That day her fever arose 
to one hundred and four and three-fifths degrees. Her cold seemed to be all 
gone -but the fever was quite severe for two or three days. The day before, on 
the steamer, she had had high fever. Thursday it was not so high, and by Satur- 
day her temperature was only ninety-nine degrees. The fever did not seem to 
go entirely away at any time of the day or night, but gradually grew less. We 
had no doctor here except a native hospital assistant, so I gave her fever 
medicine myself. On Saturday an English doctor from Puri was going through 
to Calcutta; as he called at the house I took him up stairs to see Mrs. Smith. 
He said a little quinine would finish up the fever, and ordered two small doses a 
day for three or four days, and said the most she needed was feeding up. 

But the fever had greatly reduced her strength and she was very weak and 
low. Sunday evening she had a time of being very cold and felt a great sense 
of sinking. After several hours of working over her with hot-water bag, rubbing, 
and administering stimulants she became comfortable and went to sleep about 
midnight. That night we called in the native doctor, who gave us a non-alco- 
holic stimulant that did her more good than anything else. The next morning 
she wanted me to send for Dr. Mary. I sent her an urgent telegram Monday 
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morning. She took the canal steamer“for Calcutta that evening and arrived here 
Wednesday night about midnight. 

Mr. Coldren had not yet returned and I was obliged to have Arthur sleep 
with me in the room where Mrs. Smith was. She had not been so ill as to require 
any one to be up all night with her. Rachel Das had come with her and always 
slept near her. After Mary came she took my place and I retired with Arthur 
to a lower room. 

Mrs. Smith was troubled for several evenings with the coldness, but never so 
badly as the first time. They were not real chills, as they were not followed by 
fever. She had no more fever after the first week here. Her appetite was good 
so she was able to take and digest a good amount of nourishment. 

After she had been here a week and a half she began to think she was able 
to go on to Cuttack, when her doctor from Balasore came to inspect the hospital 
here. When he called on her she spoke of going on to Cuttack, and he at once 
vetoed it. He said she ought to wait ten.days before leaving. Finally he said 
that when she could walk unaided around the room twice and not feel exhausted 
she might go. This was on Monday morning, after being here twelve days. 
She gained so fast that after three or four days she was not only able to walk 
around the room several times without help but into the next room, and on 
Friday she came down stairs to breakfast ; so the next day, accompanied by Dr. 
Mary and Rachel, she left for Cuttack. There they went to Mrs. Howell’s, better 
known to you as Beebee Phillips. There she stayed two or three weeks, when 
she went to visit another old friend of hers. After spending two and a half 
weeks there Dr. Mary came back and went home via Calcutta. 

The day before Christmas Mrs. Smith returned here. She was feeling so 
well and strong that she had made up her mind to go to the Y. M. to be held in 
Bhimpore in January. The day she arrived from Cuttack, Saturday, we had our 
Christmas exercises and treat for our Sunday school here. This was in the fore- 
noon. She sat out on the lawn with us during the exercises, and that morning 
she had walked half a mile from the steamer landing to the house without feeling 
tired. In the afternoon she took a rest and had a good sleep, and was down 
stairs by four o’clock or half-past. She said she had not felt so well for months. 
I had not seen her looking so well and strong since she had the pneumonia two 
years ago last November. 

She had left home in October, when the. shinai was warm, so had not 
taken much warm clothing with her. Now it was getting colder, though not 
nearly as cold as we usually have it in December. On awaking Monday morning 
she seemed to have a little cold; she went on board the steamer and left for 
Calcutta at nine o’clock. The cold increased and she was quite ill on board 
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that day and night with bronchitis, but on arriving in Calcutta Tuesday she went 
at once to 140 Dharramtalla, or the American Union Mission home. Of her 
illness and death there Dr. Mary and Miss Butts have fully written. 

I first met Mrs. Smith in December of ’82, shortly after my arrival in this 
country. She was then in charge of the girls’ orphanage in Jellasore. During 
the following three years I saw much of her, as Mr. Coldren was in charge of 
Jellasore station and Santipore, as well as Ralasore. We came to know her 
intimately and value highly her friendship. 

We miss her more than we can tell, but cannot wish her back to suffer 
more. Her rest is well earned and blessed. 

Yours in His name, Emma L. COLDREN. 


><> 
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TREASURER’S NOTES. 


My notes this month will be limited to the one theme uppermost in my 
thought for the month of May, and that is the thank-offering. I wish I could say 
personally to every auxiliary and every church that has any interest in the F. B. 
Woman’s Missionary Society, in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas, even to 
California, hold a public thank-offering service in May, and on sabbath evening 
if possible. Or if a public service is not practicable have a parlor service, and if 
there is even only one to observe it, let that one enjoy the hour in prayer and 
praise and in consecration of a thank-offering. And in whatever form the service 
_ is observed let it be “ unto the Lord.” ; 

The year has been rich in blessings and this service should recognize their 
source ; even our sorrows come through Him, and can be turned into as deep 
and rare experiences as our joys. Why not bring into this thank-offering all our 
experiences, and so make it the means of spiritual uplifting ? 

With May closes another quarter, so it will be well for every one to make 
prompt remittances of thank-offerings to either state treasurers or to me as 
general treasurer, where there is no state treasurer. These offerings can be used 
for salaries of missionaries or for any other special object within the limits of the 
work of the Woman’s Society, that may be designated by the donors, and on 
account of life memberships ; only let it be in addition to yearly membership dues, 
and mof a part ot the tithe. LaurA A. DEMERITTE. 

Ocean Park, Me. (All money orders should be payable in Dover, N. H.) 

crs Bs abe —_———_-o—_-o_____——_ 





Every man hath a weak side.. Every wise man knows where it is, and will 
sure to keep a double guard there.—A/ason. 
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TOPICS FOR 1899. 
May—Thank-Offering. 
June—Mission Work of Free Baptists. 
July—Cuba and the Philippines. 
August—Missionary Garden Party. 
September—Hawaii. 
October—Roll-call and Membership Meeting. 
November—Bible Study and Missionary Literature. 
December—Christmas : Ita Significance to the World. 
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JUNE.—MISSION WORK OF FREE BAPTISTS. 
SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM. 


(Ir possible have a map of our India field, with some one prepared to locate 
stations and out-stations, mentioning name and special work of each missionary.) 
Singing, “‘ The Call for Reapers,” “ Best Hymns,” No. 95. 
Missionary Bible reading, “ Ye Have Need.” (Heb. 10: 36): 
1. Of a right motive : 
hrist. John 14: 15; 2 Cor. 5: 14. 
Love © | Seis aeate I Sohn 43 om: . 
2. Of a right conception of God’s plan and purpose: gospel presented, 
not the world converted. 
Matt. 28: 19, 20: Mark 16: 15; Luke 24: 47. 
3. Of a right spirit : 
Broadminded. Phil. 2: 4. 
Co-operative. 1 Cor. 1: 10. 
Loyal. Heb. 13: 17. 
Prayerful. Jas. 1: 5. 
4. Of patience : 
Heb. 10: 36. 
Prayer for all departments of our work, at home and abroad, and for God's 
blessing upon the workers. 
Five-minute talk, latest news from the fields, culled from HEtper, Svar, and 
Free Baptist. 
Singing, “‘ To the Work, To the Work.” . 
Questions and answers on mission work of Free Baptist (with map exercise). 
Reading, “ Our Work,’’ poem by Mrs. Ramsey. 
“Our Young People in Mission Work.” 
“‘ Unity and Variety.” Followed by discussion. 
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Prayer for divine guidance in our future work. 

Singing, “ Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing.” 

Books of Reference for a wider study of our fields: “ Missionary Reminis- 
- cences’’; “ Free Baptist Cyclopedia”; “‘ Centennial Record”; “ F. B. Register 
and Year Book”; “ Annual India Report” ; “ India, and Daily Life in Bengal,” 
by Griffin; “In the Path of Light,” by Stacy; “ Life of Lavina Crawford” ; 
“ Life of Dr. J. L. Phillips,” by Mrs. Phillips ; “ India,” booklet (5 cts.). 


<i> 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE MISSION WORK OF FREE 
BAPTISTS. 


1. When and where was the first Free Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 
organized ? 

In 1833, at North Parsonsfield, Me. 

2. Who were the first missionaries to India, and when did they sail? 

Revs. Eli Noyes, D. D., and Jeremiah Phillips, D. D., and their wives. 
They sailed from Boston in September, 1835. 

3. When and where was the first F. B. Home Missionary Society organized ? 

July 31, 1834, at Dover, N. H. 

4. When was it incorporated ? 

In 1838. 

5. Why not earlier? 

Because, as the secretary of the New Hampshire legislature stated in his 
report, “the Freewill Baptists taught that the gospel inculcated the abolition of 

slavery and were actually engaged in promulgating the doctrine of abolition.” 
; 6. What was the earliest work of this organization ? 

Aiding weak churches—among such reported at that time were those which 
are now our strongest churches—organizing new ones, and doing educational 
work in the west. 

7. When and where was the “ Female Missionary Society ”’ organized ? 

At Sutton, Vt., in October, 1847. 

8. When and where was the present W. M. S. organized, and when did it 
become a chartered body? (See “‘ The Story of Twenty-five Years ” in June, ’98, 
HELPER. ) 

Organized in June, 1873, at Sandwich, N. H. In January, 1883, its charter 
was granted by the legislature of Maine. 

g. Who was its first missionary to India? 

Miss Susan R. Libby, 1874. 

10. When and where was the MIssIoNARY HELPER first issued ? 

In January, 1878, at Providence, R. I. 
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11. Where was the first F. B. mission station in India? 

After an attempt to establish themselves at Sambalpur, our missionaries 
occupied Balasore in northern Orissa, Bengal, India. 

12. How many stations are there now in our mission? 

Seven stations—Balasore, Bhimpore, Bhudruck, Chandbali, Contai, Midna- 
pore, and, Santipore—where missionaries reside ; and eight out-stations, where we 
have churches but no resident missionaries. The latter are, Babnigediah, 
Chitsapathar, Dadara, Jellasore, Mitrapur, Palasbani, Ujurda, and Ulda. 

13. How many missionaries are now in the field? 

Nineteen, with two assistant missionaries, twenty-one in all. There are also 
native helpers as follows: Ordained ministers 6, lay preachers 14, colporters 9, 
other lay workers 6, Bible women 26, zenana teachers 18, school teachers 154. 
General:Conference has twelve missionaries on the field and three on furlough ; 
the Woman’s Missionary Society has six on the field and one in preparation. Of 
the twelve sent through General Conference, one is supported by New Brunswick 
and one by Nova Scotia. 

14. How many people belong to our native Christian community ? 

1704, of whom 782 are church members. 

15. How many pupils attended our native Sunday schools during the past 
year? 

3393- 

16. How many attended our day schools? 

2981. 

17. What societies are represented in the Christian communities, and what 
is their membership ? 

W. M. S. 96, W. C. T. U. 99, Men’s C. T. U. 34, Y. P. S. C. E. 209, Bands 
of Hope 177. 

18. What languages are used in our India field? 

Bengali, Oriya, Santali, Telegu. 

19. What are some of the means used by the missionaries to bring the 
people of India to a knowledge of the Christ ? 

‘‘ They preach in the streets or in roadside chapels ; they establish’ schools 
in which the Bible is taught daily ; they write or translate Christian books and 
tracts, and print these and the Bible in the native languages. Some heal the 
sick, and by caring for their diseased bodies help them to understand Christ’s 
care for their diseased souls.” They also talk and pray with and teach the peo- 
ple in their homes. 

20. What are some of the signs of progress? 

“ The changed attitude of the people in general, their eagerness to hear our 
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teachings, their cordial invitations to stay with them, and repeated assurances of 
welcome, their attention as we sang and taught, the boldness of many to assert 
their belief in the truths of which we told them, and the evident sincerity of some 
individuals who were avowed seekers for peace and pardon, all went to prove the 
truth of God’s assurances that his word shall not return: unto him void, for all 
these are but the results of repeated soundings forth of his word, as the years 
have come and gone.” 

21. What are some of the ways in which the word has reached them? 

“T heard this first,” says one, “in Midnapore bazaar, where your preachers 
were preaching on a corner of the street ;” another says, “ I bought a book at a 
market some months (or it may be years) ago, and have wanted to hear more of 
this ;” “ Your Christian teacher in another village told me of this first ;” or, “I 
have remembered what the preacher said last cold season.”’ 

22. Mention some of the departments of work of General Conference in 
this field. 

Bible, high and industrial schools, boys’ and girls’ orphanages, care of native 
preachers, Sunday and day schools, evangelistic work, etc. 

23. What are the special departments of the Woman’s Missionary Society ? 

Sinclair Orphanage, Widows’ Home, kindergarten, zenana work, medical 
dispensary, Bible women, ragged schools. 

24. What is some of the home-mission work done by General Conference ? 

Church extension, support of field secretary, western field agents, president 
of Storer college, institute at Cairo mission, and student’s aid work. 

25. What is some of the home-mission work of the W. M. S.? 

Domestic science, industrial and English branches at Storer college, and 
western field agent. 

26. What have the young people done for missions? 

From time to time they have supported several young missionaries and their 
wives in India. At present they support a general secretary at home and two 
missionaries and their wives abroad, and have matured plans for a speedy 
widening of their work in both fields. The Rhode Island young people sup- 
ported a kindergarten misionary for a time, have given considerable money for 
that work, and have established Rhode Island Kindergarten hall at Balasore. 

27. Have the children had a part in mission work? 

Yes, they have aided in the support of several children’s missionaries, at 
different periods; gave generously toward the building of Myrtle hall, Storer 
college ; at present are helping pay the salary of the president of Storer college, 
are largely supporting the children’s missionary in India, and—through the 
Cradle-Roll—are contributing to the support of little children in Sinclair Orphanage , 





Practical Christian Giving. 


Practical Christian living is “to condense and crystallize into the uses of daily life the 


teachings of Christ.” 
~>o<- 


GENERAL GORDON’S QUIET HOUR. 

Ir is told of General Gordon, during his first sojourn in Soudan, that each 
morning there was one half-hour during which there lay outside his tent a hand- 
kerchief. The whole camp knew the significance of that token, and most 
religiously was it respected by all there, whatsoever the color, creed, or business. 
No foot dared to enter the tent so guarded ; no message, however pressing, was 
carried in. Whatever it was, of life or death, it had to wait until that guardian signal 
was removed. Everyone knew that God and Gordon were together alone. The 
men of spiritual power to-day get their strength by being.much alone with God. 
—Christian Union Herald. 

a 
THE QUIET HOUR: HOW I KEEP IT. 

I aLmost fear to tell, in response to the editor’s request, the method of my 
quiet hour, lest it should lead some young endeavorer to break some holy habit 
which is being built up of painstaking care. Each one of us must be led in his 
own way. For each some particular method has a special fascination which 
might not be adapted to others. And perhaps, at one time of our life, we follow 
a plan which we forsake for another, as the years grow on us. 

For many years I spent each day a considerable time on my knees, praying 
very minutely and elaborately about everything; and the pressure of my soul 
often arose to an agony. My Bible reading was relegated to a minor and sub- 
ordinate place. 

Latterly I have come to feel that it is more important to hear God speaking 
with me than to be always addressing him. And I delight to get into the garden, 
or the seashore, or into the public park (there is one close to my home), in the 
early morning, with my Bible in hand, walking or sitting, meditating and praying. 
One is led to turn God’s words into prayer; to talk to him aloud, as one. could 
hardly do in a room, and to speak to him in the most simple and natural way 
about people and interests which are suggested by the Spirit. 

In a word, do not be too eager to impress your thoughts on God, but wait 
till his thoughts make themselves felt within your soul; then turn them into 
words.—Rev. F. B. Meyer. 


“Tr Christ is seen in our lives, somebody will follow us to heaven.” 
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A THANK-OFFERING. 
BY MRS, MARY B. WINGATE. 
What shall I offer to my Lord? 
What service shall I render? 
Love only will fulfil the law, 

And “ love is legal tender.” 
Swift to their source the rivers go, 
They will not bear repression, 
And thankful hearts will overflow 

And find a true expression. 


What shall [ offer to my Lord 
Who gave himself for me? 

How shall I prove my thankfulness 
For love so full and free? 

My time, my talents, and my wealth— 
Myself he bids me give, 

That others too may share his love 
And in his service live. 


We give our best to those we love 
And count it not a loss, 

Our willing feet on errands go 
And deem it not a cross. 

And shall we, when the Saviour calls, 
Be loath to do his will, 

And pray that we may be excused, 


Then say “ We love him ” still? 
— >> ->- — 


LESSONS FROM DAILY LIFE. 
IV. 
BY MRS, MARY B, WINGATE, 

Some of us are hindered in giving by this thought, “ If I give largely I may 
be unable in future to educate my children or provide for some needy relative.” 
I have been helped along this line by my own experience. My sainted father 
was one who placed the cause of God first. It used to seem to us that if mother 
had not been an unusually good manager we children would have had to stay 
away from church for want of respectable clothing to wear. Father was intensely 
loyal to Free Baptist interests, especially to the denominational schools. He was 
very careful to have us punctual at the district school, and sent the older ones to 
the academy, but that failed before I was old enough to attend. How I used to 
long for the advantages to be found at the ‘‘ Maine State Seminary,” but I did 
not think of asking father to send me there, for I knew he could not afford it, 
though he might do something to help the school. After teaching my first 
school I went one term to an academy in an adjoining town, then attended the 
district school in winter, again teaching in summer and attending the academy 
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another term. I realize now how very inadequate my preparation must have 
been, but perhaps I was as well prepared as some others with better advantages. 

After the Maine Central Institute was established at Pittsfield father con- 
tinued to give what he could to aid that needy cause. Doubtless, had he or I 
dreamed how much I would need the education in coming _years, a way might 
have been found to send me there for a term or two, but as I had not then really 
contracted ‘“‘ ye very bad habit of scribbling rhymes,” we lived on in blissful 
ignorance of my fate. Doubtless the little father could do helped some needy 
students to receive an education that enabled them to benefit the world. In 
after years some one said to him, “ If you had saved your money and sent Mary 
to school it would have amounted to something.” But I wish to say right here 
the Lord has blessed me with friends who have helped me over hard places, 
where I was not able to help myself. Foremost among these let me mention the 
edjtor of this magazine, who “ suffered long and was kind” to me, when I was 
first pluming my wings for flight. Others, perfect strangers, whose time was very 
valuable to themselves and the world, have patiently aided me and given me 
helpful suggestions from their own long and varied experience such as I might 
never have found at school. 

A switch-tender once saw his little son playing on the track on which a train 
was due, but his duty was to turn that switch while all the father-love prompted 
him to rescue his child. Like a true hero as he was, he “ turned the switch and 
trusted his child to God,” and the little one escaped all unhurt. So tather to 
the best of his ability gave to the cause of God first and then to his family, trust- 
ing them to God, and God blessed him and them. His greatest grief in his old 
age seemed to be that he could not earn more to give to the church, and when 
we wished him to have anything which he could get along without we would 
purchase it for him, knowing how his generous heart would surely bestow it on 
some needy cause if we gave him the money. Instead of a querulous old age, 
his was full of sunshine, and he would tell others how good the Lord was to him 
in giving him such a good home and such kind children. 

Another incident in my life has made a deep impression on my mind. ‘I 
had in my childhood some copies of the AZyrée to which I was fondly attached. 
When I became a young lady I came in contact with children to whom I knew 
they would be a delight, and though very loath to part with them Idid so. Later 


I came in possession of the same numbers of the A/yrie from a very unexpected 
source, and from that time to this I have had a supply of good reading matter to 
give away. I am coming to the conclusion that the text, “ Give and it shall be 
given to you, good measure, pressed down and running over,” has a more 
literal sneaning than we are apt to give it. Also “Trust in the Lord and do 
good ; thus shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” 





Words from Home Workers. 


Ttowa.—The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Little Sioux Valley Q. M. 
met in Estherville Feb. 25, 1899. The Q. M. president being absent, Mrs. 
Barber presided. Mrs. T. O. Phelps read the scripture lesson, Mrs. S. M. 
Goodell offered prayer, then followed quite an interesting program consisting of 
several recitations, a very fine paper by Miss Smith, singing by the choir, also 
duets and solos. The Q. M. secretary read the reports of the auxiliary, Rev. T. 
O. Comstock gave us a short but very earnest address, showing that his heart is 
in the work. The collection amounted to $5.12. Mrs. T. O. Comstock of 
Spencer is Q. M. president. Our Spencer auxiliary holds a meeting once each 
month and has some very interesting programs that help us in getting acquainted 
with our missionaries and the work of our own denomination ; occasionally we 
have a missionary tea and the proceeds help the treasury funds. At our last tea 
we realized something over $6 besides having a nice social time. 

Spencer. M. J. THompson, Q. MZ. Sec. and Treas. 


Recently I attended a meeting of the Lamont Iowa Mission Band, which 
was organized a few months ago, and has since been fostered by the pastor, Rev. 
J. P. Hewes. The exercises were devotional and educational in character, deep 
interest being taken in the missionary catechism prepared by Bro. Hewes. There 
are twenty-five members ranging in age from four to fifteen years of age, more 
girls than boys, but there were other boys almost ready to join. At each meeting 
certain ones are appointed to have recitations at the next meeting, their names 
being taken in rotation from the secretary’s book. Roll-call was responded to 
by the members going to the table and dropping pennies into the basket. The 
band has taken a share in Prof. Osgood’s salary and has also done some local 
work for the church. May the dear children be fed by the same bread, and 
their pathways be lighted by the same light, which they send to others—the 
bread and light of life and love. THERA B. TRUE. 


SoutH Dakxota.—The W. M. S. of the South Dakota Quarterly Meeting was 
held with the Sioux Falls church for the first time in two years. While the report 
of the work in the auxiliaries for the past quarter was not very encouraging, the 
program for the public meeting on Saturday evening was excellent, and great 
credit is due Miss May Hull, who helped so faithfully in selecting the whole 
program. The theme running through it all was “ Not Interested in Missions,” 
and there was a harmony and unity in it that “ drove the nail home ” to the 
hearts of some who have professed again and again that they did not believe in 
foreign missions. The choir sang some carefully prepared music, one of the 
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little boys of the Sunday school played two solos on the violin, “ From Green- 
lax.d’s Icy Mountains,” and “ Home, Sweet Home,” with variations ; several little 
girls sang duets and others gave recitations, all bearing on the subject of 
missions. The secretary of the W. M.S. had a paper on the widows of India, 
showing their bitter, hopeless condition, the need of our help, and the history of 
the Widows’ Home. The paper showed the difference between the peace and 
security of women and children in this Christian land, and the hopelessness and 
degradation of darkest India. Ten girls took part in a representation of “ Not 
Interested in Missions.’’ Nine of them dressed in the costumes of the women of 
heathen lands appeared as in a dream before a sleeping girl who was not 
interested in foreign missions, and each recited her tale of woe and sadness. 
The sleeper awoke to see her mistake, and went forth a believer in the last 
command of our Saviour, “ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” At the close a collection was taken amounting to $4. We 
want to add how thankful we are for the many good things in the dear little 
HELPER. R. H. PALMER. 
Valley Springs, March 30. 


2 — 





In Dingah, Punjab, the missionaries have met with much opposition from the 
Hindus (Sikhs). But one of the most prominent of the adversaries has just 
been won over in a remarkable way. He asked for a private interview with the 
missionary, who expected a fierce expression of hostility, and was immensely 
surprised when the man pulled out a New Testament, and said, “ Sahib, I have 
read this book, and I find it to be pure and holy. Up to ten days ago I was a 
bitter opponent of yours. I gave a public lecture against your work. Then I 
resolved that I would expose your book. So I began to read it in order to pick 
faults in it; but do you know as I read I was drawn to it. My heart was capti- 
vated, and now I cannot oppose you. I know God’s light is in that book.” —Se/. 





— 9 


“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” If you have no witness for Christ 
have you anything to witness? We strike here the very bottom of this divine 
philosophy of missions. We are to conceive such witnessing as a necessity to a 
truly saved soul. A light that does not shine, a spring that does not flow, a germ 
that does not grow, is not more of an anomaly or a contradiction than a life in 
Christ that does not witness to Christ. ‘ We cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard” is the natural utterance of every believer whose eyes 
and whose ears have been opened to behold the charms and to hear the voice 


of Jesus.—A. 7. Pierson. 
a a ana 


THERE are no big words in the sermon on the mount. 





- Junier Department 


of Missions 


MOTION PRAYER. 


[Exercise to precede prayer. ] 
BY MRS. H. A, KENNEY, 


“We look up because we love God, our Father. 
We look down because this beautiful earth is our home. 
We look to the right and left that we may see our brothers and sisters. 
We clasp hands that we may help each other.” 
(Pray standing with clasped hands.) 
“ The Lord is in his temple holy ; 
Let all the children silence keep, 
Let every head be bowed most lowly, 
And every eye be closed as if in sleep. 
O holy Father, bless thy little children ; 
Fill every heart with love to-day ; 
Forgive our sins and make us like the Saviour ; 
In his most precious name, we pray. 
“ We raise our eyes again and look about us, 
And thank thee or the gifts so freely given ; 
We raise our hands: Lord teach them how to work for thee, 
And guide our feet into the path that leads to heaven. Amen.” 


— Sent by Mrs, Arda Jackson. 
—_—_—__+>+—_____ 


SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN’S DAY. 

t/ Tue children march in twos from the vestibule to the front seats re- 
served for them, while the organist plays marching music. 

2. Brief introduction and word of greeting from our leader. 

3. Repetition of 23d Psalm in concert (children standing). 

4. Singing, ‘“‘ Jesus, Like a Shepherd Lead Us.” 

5. Motion prayer, by children. 

6. Story of the “ Child Samuel,” by pastor, noting that God calls the 
children to-day. 

7. Flower exercise, by three boys and three girls (July, 98, HELPER, p. 218). 

8. Tell the children briefly about the Cradle-Roll and the “ children’s 
missionary,” and how they can help both. 
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g. Offering for the children’s missionary, Miss Barnes, collected by two 
girls and two boys, while the organist plays softly. 
10. Blessing upon the offering. 
it. Recitation, “ Her Secret” (January, ’99, HELPER). 
12. Singing. 
13. Chalk-talk (a suggestion for an effective chalk-talk may be found in a 
leaflet, ‘A Little Heart and How It Grew,” furnished by Mrs. Schwarz for 1 ct.). 
14. “Our Little Sisters in India,” by three girls. 
15. Marching song (June, ’98, HELPER, page 189.) 
Closing prayer for the children, by the pastor. 
+> 
OUR LITTLE SISTERS IN INDIA. 
(To be recited by three girls of different ages.) 


FIRST. 


want to tell you about the little girls of India. When a baby girl is born 
in that country everyone is so sorry. Her papa hates the sight of his little 
daughter, and feels that his home is disgraced because she came into it. 
Many a poor mother has killed her little baby as soon as she found it was not a 
boy. If the baby girl is allowed to live she has little to eat and nothing to wear 


for the first two or three years of her life. She has no toys to play with, and is 
knocked and kicked about by the men and boys of the house as if she were good 
for nothing. Her mother teaches her to pray to idols made out of stone, wood, 
or mud, and to give them part of her food, so that they will not be angry with 
her. Then she is taught to pray for a husband, for people in India think it is a 
dreadful thing if a girl does not get married. Our kind missionaries take these 
little girls into their schools and teach them about Jesus. They have never 
heard of the dear Saviour who said, ‘‘ Suffer little children to come unto me.” 
They do not know of the beautiful heaven that he is getting ready for all who 
love him. The money we put in our mission barrels helps to pay tor these 
schools where the poor little girls may learn about Jesus. I am so glad I was 
not born in India, and I am so sorry for the little girls who have nobody to love 


them ! 
SECOND. 


Girls in India cannot wait until they are old enough to choose their own 
husbands. When they are only babies their father often sells them to the highest 
bidder. He sometimes promises that they shal be the wives of men. who are 
old, ugly, and deformed, or even lepers. Often a little bride never sees her 
husband until the day she is married to him. Then -he takes her away to his 
home, where she has to live with her mother-in-law and ever so many sisters-in-law ! 
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A home in India is divided into two parts, one for the men and one for the 
women. The last is called a “ zenana,” and is never as comfortable as the 
_ rooms for the men. It has no books, pictures, or carpets. The windows are so 
high up in the walls that nobody can see out of them. The little bride in her 
new home has to be a servant to everybody. Very often she cries herself to 
sleep at night, wishing for the mother who was kind to her, and for the old home 
where she could be a child once more. 

Six millions of high-caste women in these closed zenanas of India have 
never learned that each one of them has a soul that must live forever, either in 
happiness or in misery. They are taught that their whole duty is to obey their 


husbands, receive their frequent beatings without a murmur, and to hope, if they 
are very good and patient, each one may be born over again and become a 
man! Daily they burn incense before their idols. They think nothing is too 
great a sacrifice if these gods will only be pleased with them. The one great 
dread of their lives is that their husbands may die, and then these poor little 
brides will be widows. O, such sad lives as theirs will be then! I am so sorry 
that they do not know Jesus Christ, our dear Saviour, who died to save them ! 


THIRD. 


Well may the women of India dread the name of widow! A little bride is 
taught that the greatest punishment the gods can send to her is to take away her 


husband! For then, though she might never have lived with him or spoken to 
him, she would be hated and despised as the cause of his death. Shall we visit 
a home in India where the husband is dying? See the poor little wife sitting on 
the floor in a corner alone! Full well she knows that as soon as he dies a life 
worse than death will begin for her. Do you see that group of savage-looking 
women watching her with longing eyes? They are the wives of the native 
barbers, hired to strip this little child of all her ornaments. As soon as her 
husband draws his last breath they pounce upon her, snatching away in the most 
cruel manner the jewels which are so precious to the women of India. The 
rings in her ears and nose are often pulled out in such haste that the blood flows 
freely from the wounds made. If her bracelets and anklets do not come off 
easily, the limb they encircle is stretched on the ground and hammered with 
stones until the metal is broken. Who cares for her suffering? Is she nota 
sinner, a vile wretch, a thing to be treated with contempt as long as she lives? 


See the funeral procession! The poor little widow comes last of all, the 
barbers’ wives going before her and crying out to all women to keep back from 
the accursed one, for if her shadow should fall on them they too may become 
widows. She must henceforth be clad in sackcloth, eat only one meal a day, 
and that of the coarsest food. She must never sing, laugh, or even look happy. 
Her own mother dare not speak to her, or even give her a kind look or 
smile, lest the curse of the gods fall upon her also. 

Just think of twenty-one millions of these, widows, many of them only little 
children, condemned to such lives of miséry! Do you wonder that they often 
regret that the laws of the land no longer allows them to be burned alive with the 
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dead bodies of their busbands? Then they died quickly in the flames, and were 
praised by all as dutiful wives ; now their lives are but a lingering death, in hope- 


less misery and pain. 


tai My heart aches for these poor little widows, our sisters in India! 
dear Lord comfort them as only he can! 


May the 
May they soon be led to know and 


worship him !—Sis/er Belle, in The Canadian Missionary Link. 





Contributions. 





F. B. WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for March, 1899. 


MAINE. 


Bridgewater S. S. for general work ..... 
Chesterville Union 5S. S. one share "Miss 
» Barnes’s salary 4.00 
Clinton Junior A. C. F. for Miss Barnes... 2.00 
Lewiston Pine St. aux. 2.00 
Lewiston Pine St. 
Miss Barnes 
No. Auburn Clarissa N. Jenkins T. O. 
Oakland ne for one work ... 
Otisfield Q. M. W. M. S. 
Prospect and Unity Q. M. 
Springfield Q. M. aux. ... 
Topsham W. M. S. for Miss Coombs 
Topsham W. M.S. for S. O. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Alton aux. for famine child in S. O 
Center Sandwich aux. for F. and H. —_— 
Concord Curtis Mem’! W. M. S. 
Contoocovk Mrs. E. H. Halli W. M. S. dues . 
Dover Hills F. and H. Miss. Soc. Wash. St. 
ch. by Miss S. Littlefield $5 by Fred Ward 
DeMeritte for Rachel Das $10 
Franconia S. S. for Miss Barnes . 
Gonic Junior C, E, for Miss Barnes .... . 


VERMONT. 
E. mentee aux. for Mrs. Smith . 
Sutton H. B. Parker for child in S. O. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Haverhill ch. for scholarin S.O. . Soa 
Haverhill Mrs. F. N. Rand on life mem. giente 
So. Walpole Miss Mary S. Collier 1-2 H. M. 
1-2F.M. .. : 
RHODE ISLAND. 


Providence Anne F, Bowen for Hattie Phillips 
Young People’s Union of R. I. for kindergarten 
work where most needed 
NEW YORK. 
Holmesville Mrs. Agnes M. Powers for F. M. = 2.00 
MICHIGAN. 


Columbiaville aux. 9 ~~ $1.56 H.M. Se 56 
Storer college .78 . rear oe be a 3.90 


$2.00 


S. S. Primary Dept. 


80.00 


pene aux. F. M. $2.70 H. M. ae Storer 


MINNESOTA, 
Castle Rock aux. forS.O. ... sess 
Delavan W. M.S. for F.M. . ean 
Money Creek F. B. W. M. for F. M. . 
Welcome and Mapleton Q. M. col. for Storer 
Winona and Houston Q, M. for F. M. 


IOWA. 
Bryantsburg aux. (Miss Scott) 
Bryantsburg public — (Miss S.) . 
Cedar Vallev Q. M. W. M. S. for Miss . 
Estherville W. M. S. for Miss S. . oxo 
Fairbank public meeting for Miss S. 
Fairbank aux. for Miss S.. . 
Little Cedar W. M.S for Miss Ss. 
Oelwein Q. M. W. M. S. for Miss S. 
Spencer aux. for Miss S. 
Van Wert Miss Barnes . 


ILLINOIS. 
Sedan Pleasant View Soc... .. 
Tamaroa W. M.S. for F. M. 
KANSAS. 
Horton W. M.S.. 
SOUTH DAKOTA. 
Sioux Falls F. B. 4 * for Suli in S, O. 
Sioux Falls F. B.W.M.S...... 
Sioux Falls W. M. S. for Storer 
Valley Springs W. M.S. for Storer ..... 
CALIFORNIA. 
Los Angeles Miss M. A. Vose .... 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Estate of eens M. Brewster for invested 
funds 


Total 2.6 ee eee ee eww oo 0 $1659.67 
“pun A. ‘PeMeseres. Treas. 
Ocean Park, Me. 
per Epytu R. PorTER, Asst. Treas. 


aire ne $ro given by Mrs. O. W. Fullam of Portland, Me., in February was for general fund, 
and the $5 previously given by her for Golden Memorial was in memory of Netta S. Fullam. Brainerd 


Ww. M. S. of Minnesota should be credited $4. 
should have been Brainerd, Minn. 


The Nashville, Minn., credit for $16.17 to Widows’ Home 





